
Connecting UniSketch
Controllers
The Blue Pill works as a wonderful add-on to connect and control  UniSketch controllers like never
before. There are three ways to set a UniSketch controller to allow for connection to the Blue Pill.
Two of the methods will involve using the SKAARHOJ Firmware Updater available here: (
https://www.skaarhoj.com/support/firmware-updater). The controller will need to be connected to
the computer by USB cable. After the controller is set to Blue Pill Mode, it will no longer need USB
connection for programming. This will be done through the Blue Pill web interface. 

Blue Pill Mode - Via Serial monitor

Starting with UniSketch v2.5.14, it is possible to put the panel into Blue Pill Mode with a command
in the serial monitor. Using this method the controller will be assigned an IP address only via DHCP.
 

To enter Blue Pill mode, type in: TakeTheBluePill in the serial monitor. The mode will be
confirmed: 
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The IP address of the controller will now be confirmed in the boot up information for the controller: 

The IP address will also be displayed on the panel along with “Waiting for Blue Pill” 

An advantage of Blue Pill Mode is, that it will not destroy any existing configuration on the panel
and can easily be exited from again by writing “reset” or pressing the reset button in the serial
monitor. Blue Pill Mode is meant as a quick way to get in and out of Blue Pill Mode when using
UniSketch panels in both ways regularly.

Blue Pill Mode - Via Special Key

Blue Pill Mode can be enabled and disabled without the serial monitor on most UniSketch panels
running firmware version 2.5.14 and above.
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Enter Blue Pill Mode: During power-up, when the color animation first appears across the
buttons, press the button in the lower left corner of the controller twice. When the color
animation completes, it should sweep across the controller with just blue color - and it will
reboot Blue Pill Mode
Exit Blue Pill Mode: Same procedure as above. When Blue Pill Mode is exited, the color
sweep to confirm it will be white instead of blue.

The IP address will also be displayed on the panel along with “Waiting for Blue Pill” the same as
when using the serial monitor to enter Blue Pill Mode. Using this method the controller will be
assigned an IP address only via DHCP. 

Fixed Configuration

If a static IP is needed it is possible to do so by selecting the default configuration called Blue Pill
Mode and loading it onto the controller. This uses our SKAARHOJ Raw Panel integration with the
needed device core options already selected.  We recommend this type of configuration for any
static or long term installation.

Once it has been selected the IP address can be set either in the Network Configurations section in
the Simple Configuration page before the firmware is loaded onto the controller via the Update
Configuration/Firmware button on the updater.  

Or it can be set in the IP Config tab of the SKAARHOJ Firmware Updater. 
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Please note, in both methods, the IP address for the UniSketch Raw Panel device core does not
need to be set to a specific IP as it has been set to Server Mode and is being connected to and not
connecting to anything. Having it Enabled is enough. 

The IP address will also be displayed on the panel along with “Waiting for Raw Panel” 
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